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No. 327

M, GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to M. FRAxgois-PoNCET, French Ambassador in Rome.

Paris, September 1, 1939,

(By telephone at 11.45 a.m.)

YOUR telegram of August 31.

You should inform Count Ciano as follows:

"The French Government values highly the spirit in which the
proposal of the Royal Government has been made, and reaffirms its
willingness to seek all possible means, and to associate itself with any
steps intended to facilitate and render possible an amicable settlement
of the dispute which has arisen between Germany and Poland.

"The French Government pays sincere tribute to the effort made
to this end by the Italian Government, and thanks it for its communi-
cation regarding a plan to call a conference, which has been trans-
mitted by the French Ambassador in Rome and to which a favourable
reply has been given.

"The French Government must nevertheless point out that in its
opinion such a conference could not raise problems touching the inter-
ests of powers not represented, and no arrangement could be made
affecting the interests of any power unless that power were present.

"The French Government considers that the activities of such a
conference should not be restricted to an attempt to seek partial and
temporary solutions of limited and immediate problems: it should, by
raising all the problems of a general character which are at the root
of any dispute, result in general appeasement such as will allow the
peace of the world to be re-established and organized on solid
foundations."

GEORGES  BONNET,

No. 328

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, September 1, 1939.

(Received by telephone at 12 noon.)

As the telegram which I dispatched yesterday by special courier
may arrive too late, I think it desirable to summarize it.

On August 31, at 9.5 a.m., my British colleague telephoned me to
say that he had learned from a trustworthy source that if at 12 noon
Poland had not agreed to send a plenipotentiary, the German Govern-
ment would order its troops to march.

I went to see him immediately.   He confirmed his news, which -
had come from Herr von Ribbentrop's entourage.    He added that,
during the night, he had taken the British reply to the Minister